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Guide to Vehicle-Pedestrian
Collisions in Washington

The Reality of Vehicle-Pedestrian
Collisions

Pedestrian Rights and Responsibilities

Vehicle-pedestrian collisions often leave a lasting impact on 
victims and their families. These accidents can be life-altering, 
and understanding the steps to take afterward can provide 
some much-needed clarity and support.

Imagine walking down the street, perhaps on the way to work or 
enjoying a leisurely stroll, when suddenly, a car strikes. In an instant, 
everything changes. Unfortunately, this scenario is all too common, 
with severe consequences—broken bones, traumatic brain injuries, 
and, in the worst cases, loss of life.

In Washington State, pedestrians are entitled to walk safely. Drivers 
must yield to pedestrians at crosswalks and intersections, 
exercising caution to prevent accidents. Pedestrians also have 
responsibilities, such as obeying traffic signals and using
designated crosswalks.



Common Causes of 
These Tragic Accidents

Seeking Justice and Compensation

Several factors can lead to vehicle-pedestrian collisions, 
including:

Distracted Driving: Drivers not paying attention due to texting 
or other activities.

Injured pedestrians have the right to seek compensation for their 
suffering, which may include:

Medical Bills: Covering hospital stays, surgeries, medications,
and rehabilitation.

Lost Wages: Compensation for the time off work due to injuries.

Pain and Suffering: Acknowledging the emotional and 
physical pain endured.

Speeding: Excessive speed reduces a driver’s ability to react in 
time to avoid hitting a pedestrian.

Failure to Yield: Drivers not stopping for pedestrians at 
crosswalks or intersections.

Impaired Driving: Alcohol or drugs impairing a driver’s 
judgment and reaction time.

Poor Visibility: Bad weather or low light conditions making 
it hard for drivers to see pedestrians.

Property Damage: Costs for any personal items damaged 
in the accident.



Establishing Fault

Steps to Take After an Accident

To secure compensation, proving that the driver was at fault 
is essential. This involves showing that:

1.Duty of Care: The driver had a responsibility to drive safely.

In Washington State, even if the pedestrian was partially at fault 
(for example, jaywalking), they could still receive compensation. 
The compensation would be reduced by the pedestrian’s 
percentage of fault.

2.Breach of Duty: The driver failed to uphold this responsibility.

3.Causation: The driver’s actions directly caused the injuries.

4.Damages: Actual harm occurred that requires compensation.

1.Get Medical Help: Health is the top priority. Seek immediate 
medical attention, even if injuries seem minor.

2.Report the Accident: Contact the police and ensure an 
official report is filed.

3.Gather Evidence: Take photos, collect witness contact 
information, and keep a record of injuries and medical 
treatments.

4.Seek Legal Help: Consult with an experienced personal 
injury attorney who can guide through the legal process.



The Role of a Personal 
Injury Attorney

Offering Support and Compassion

Dealing with the aftermath of an accident is tough, but victims 
don’t have to face it alone. An experienced personal injury 
attorney can:

Vehicle-pedestrian collisions are traumatic, but victims don’t have 
to face the aftermath alone. Support is available every step of 
the way, working tirelessly to ensure justice and fair compensation.

If affected by a vehicle-pedestrian collision, reach out for help. 
Together, the difficult journey can be navigated, working 
towards a brighter, more secure future for victims and their 
families.

Investigate Thoroughly: Gather all necessary evidence to 
build a strong case.

Communicate with Insurers: Handle negotiations with 
insurance companies to ensure a fair settlement.

Fight for Victims’ Rights: Advocate on the victim’s behalf in 
court if necessary.
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